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BUILDING HISTORY  
SITE ANALYSIS

Existing condition
Renovated in 2002

Commerce Building / 1899 Pensylvania Ave 
Pre 2002 renovation

1899 Pensylvania Ave 
Main structure of the 11 story building is from 
1914/1915

Commerce Building, 1831 H Street NW
~1920s
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RECORD LOT 
SITE ANALYSIS

OPEN DECK ARCHITECTURAL 
EMBELLISHMENT AT ROOFTOP

RECORD LOT 62

aerial looking NE

H STREET NW ELEVATION ~5’ 
BELOW GROUND LEVEL

1899 PENN ADDRESS DOES NOT 
MAXIMIZE HEIGHT (MEASURED 
FROM EYE STREET

FLOORS DO NOT ALIGN WITH 
REMAINDER OF BLOCK

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW

H STREET NW

19
TH

 STR
EET N

W
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EXISTING BUILDING AT THE STREET 
PHOTOS

EXISTING BUILDING 
ALLEY AND NORTH ELEVATION
LOOKING WEST TOWARD 19TH STREET

EXISTING BUILDING 
19TH STREET NW 
LOOKING SOUTH

EXISTING BUILDING 
PENSYLVANIA AVENUE / H STREET NW  
LOOKING EAST
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EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
PHOTOS

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
WEST ELEVATION

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
SOUTH ELEVATION WITH EXISTING EMELLISHMENT (RIGHT SIDE OF IMAGE)
(1875 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW BEYOND)
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EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
PHOTOS

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER LOOKING NORTHWEST

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
ARCHITECTURAL EMBELLISHMENT  
AT PENSYLVNIA AVENUE AND 19TH STREET NW
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PENTHOUSE 
PROPOSED ADDITION CONCEPT AXON

PROPOSED PENTHOUSE ADDITION

EXISTING PENTHOUSE ENCLOSURE
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PENTHOUSE 
PROPOSED ADDITION CONCEPT RENDERING
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PENTHOUSE ROOF PLAN 
PROPOSED

PENTHOUSE ADDITION

EXISTING EMBILLISHMENT
TO REMAIN

EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
TO REMAIN

EXISTING SCREENED 
MECHANICAL YARD
TO REMAIN

GUARDRAIL

PLANTER

PLANTER

GUARDRAIL
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H STREET NORTHWESTPENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW

ALLEY

TOP OF WALL
18'6" ABOVE 
ROOF LEVEL

TOP OF WALL
18'6" ABOVE 
ROOF LEVEL

TOP OF PENTHOUSE ROOF
13'6" ABOVE ROOF LEVEL

TOP OF WALL
13'6" ABOVE ROOF LEVEL

ROOF LEVEL

ROOF LEVEL ROOF LEVEL
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PENTHOUSE FLOOR PLAN 
PROPOSED
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EXISTING EMBILLISHMENT
TO REMAIN 18
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GUARDRAIL

PLANTER

PLANTER

GUARDRAIL

ALLEY

EXISTING SCREENED 
MECHANICAL YARD
TO REMAIN

DECK

EXIT PATH

19
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EE
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H STREET NORTHWESTPENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW

LINE OF EXISTING PENTHOUSE

EXISITING MECHANICAL
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PENTHOUSE ELEVATIONS 
PROPOSED

EXISTING PENTHOUSE WALL (TO REMAIN)

COMPOSITE METAL PANEL

GLASS AND ALUMIMUM CURTAIN WALL SYSTEM

WALL PANEL SYSTEM

CURTAINWALL WITH OPTIONAL OPERABLE GLASS WALL SYSTEM

1:1 SETBACK

EXISTING ARCHITECTURAL EMBELLISHMENT (TO REMAIN)

GUARDRAIL
PLANTER

1875 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW (SAME RECORD LOT 62)19TH STREET NW

ELEV1: SOUTH PENTHOUSE ELEVATION

ELEV2: WEST PENTHOUSE ELEVATION

ELEV3: WEST PENTHOUSE ELEVATION

EXISTING PENTHOUSE WALL (TO REMAIN)

COMPOSITE METAL PANEL

GLASS AND ALUMIMUM 
CURTAIN WALL SYSTEM

WALL PANEL SYSTEM

EXISTING ARCHITECTURAL EMBELLISHMENT (TO REMAIN)

1:1 SETBACK

1:2 SETBACK
MECHANICAL 

SIDE YARD

H STREET NWALLEY

EXISTING PENTHOUSE WALL (TO REMAIN)

COMPOSITE METAL PANEL

GLASS AND ALUMIMUM 
CURTAIN WALL SYSTEM

1:1 SETBACK

1:2 SETBACK
MECHANICAL 
SIDE YARD

H STREET NW ALLEY

0’ 16’
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ROOF SLAB (EXISTING)
EL. 191.850'

TOP OF PENTHOUSE 
ADDITION
EL. 205.850'

FR
OM
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F 
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14
' - 

0"

ADDITION TO PARAPET EDGE

16' - 0"

0' 
- 6
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ROOF LEVEL(EXISTING)
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6"

PENTHOUSE ADDITION

TOP OF PENTHOUSE 
WALL (EXISTING)
EL. 210.850'

EXISTING

TOP OF PARAPET (EXISTING)

GUARDRAIL

PLANTER

1:1 SETBACK

PENTHOUSE SECTION 
PROPOSED AT BUILDING ADDITION

0’ 4’

SECT1: PENTHOUSE SECTION



MAJOR VERTICAL PENETRATIONS

PENTHOUSE AREAS        SF

EXISTING CIRCULATION

EXISTING MECHANICAL

RECONFIGURED MECHANICAL

NEW HABITABLE

1,035

2,453

503

1,884

EXISTING MECHANICAL YARD (NOT ENCLOSED) N/A

N/A

5,875TOTAL

N0’ 16’
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PENTHOUSE AREA PLAN 
PROPOSED OCCUPIABLE PENTHOUSE AREAS

PENTHOUSE PLAN ELEVATOR MACHINE ROOM PLANPENTHOUSE PLAN
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CALCULATION 
PENTHOUSE - OCCUPIABLE PENTHOUSE AREAS

Penthouse - Habitable Space (New) 1,884 SF      (32%)

Penthouse - Mechanical Space (Exist) (2,453 + 503) 2,956 SF     (68%)

Unenclosed Mechanical Space N/A

Circulation space - Exist Mechanical Access 1035 SF      (331 sf pro-rata added to habitable)

Circulation space - Exit Access 0               (All exterior)

Total Penthouse Area (2,956 + 1,884 + 1,035) 5,875 SF

Total NEW Habitable Area (1,884 + 331 (32% of 1035)) 2,215 SF
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PROPOSED DESIGN 
PROPOSED PENTHOUSE ADDITION RENDERING
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EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
2002 RENOVATION ELEVATIONS
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EXISTING PENTHOUSE 
2002 RENOVATION PENTHOUSE PLAN


